Creative process
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A number of scattered - —

notes on Ibsen’s work o
Ghosts have been

preserved. These are
undated, but probably
date from the winter and
spring of 1881. Ibsen wa
living in Rome when the
first connected draft of
the play was started at t
beginning of June 1881.
On June 18th he wrote t
his Danish publisher
Frederik Hegel.

One of the first days of
this month | started to g
down to the subject of a
play that has occupied
thoughts for a long time,
and now forced itself
upon me to such an exte
that | could no longer
leave it alone. | hope to
able to send you the
manuscript by the middl|
of October. | will let you
know the title later; all |
can do today is to call it
«a family drama in three
acts».



The first draft has not
been preserved, but was
finished on September
23rd according to a lette
Ibsen sent to Hegel at th
end of September. Ibsen
was in Sorrento at this
point. Two days later he
began the fair copy. This
is extant, and as can be
seen from the manuscrip
it contains so many

corrections that Ibsen
very likely wrote a secon
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fair copy. The first one, d 3 ; L ol
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The fair copy of the first
act was sent to Hegel on
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October 16th. The seco ol e, ke skl e s P
act and the first page of ] 0 e . ‘V
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on November 4th, while

the last act must have da L ode Lk LLW L\
been posted a week or ‘ WE s TR S S T ,'13 ) g
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On November 23rd Ibse b st o5 ” Shedae iy Rl adescte
suspecting what was to
come, wrote to Hegel: "It
is reasonable to supposs
that «Ghosts» will cause
alarm in some circles; b
so it must be. If it did not
do so, it would not have
been necessary to wril
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First performance

Ghosts was sent to a Koo Ban 15 Nt S4RY
number of theatres in
Scandinavia, but they all
turned down the play,
including Det Kongelige
(Royal) Teater in
Stockholm, and T- G UVCPRIE TSI U SR W U S
Christiania Theater. [ o G RS S A et anie
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Thus the very first
performance oGhosts
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took place at the Aurora % o '--é*-‘-”ﬂ- Y'C.s
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was done in Norwegian
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Mrs. Alving was played Sia dnanana i i "‘n“’f_’"‘“d'”".’a\' e s
by the Danish actress &hio CL‘A"".’["“ ot Aozl on. . “oq s U P
Helga von Bluhme, and ok orndak opRas afy Al d Alosa

the other parts by Danis s BV po .
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The first European 4o oh unliage q/Lu—

production of the play B rinssaanas ~rk—h A e
was in Halsingborg on Dia Sk l__‘\,\ A o Anans e 5” Jn -
August 22nd 1883, by th | .ﬂm_x_h card - D aMesond sig_r J_ e o ‘-3"
Swedish August
Lindberg's theatre
company. Lindberg
directed and also played
the part of Osvald
himself. After the first
night in Halsingborg the
production was shown in
Copenhagen, Stockholm
and - for the first time on




Norwegian soil - at
Mgllergadens Theater in
Christiania on October
17th 1883. The
production received very
good reviews and was
performed no fewer than
75 times during the
autumn of 1883.




